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TOBACCO BURDEN FACTS

China ratified the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control on August 28, 2005.
The treaty went into effect in China on January 9, 2006.

CONSUMPTION

Tobacco use is rising in China.

* China is the world’s largest producer
and consumer of tobacco.'

* China has approximately 300 million
smokers.?

* Among adults (age 15+), 31% of the
population smoke with a significant
difference between genders — 57%

HEALTH CONSEQUENCES

Tobacco use is deadly. Smoking kills up to

* One million Chinese die from
tobacco-related illness each year.”

¢ |f current trends continue, China’s
death toll will reach 2.2 million per
year by 2020.8

* By 2030, tobacco will cause one-third
of all male deaths between ages
35 to 69.°

* Lung cancer deaths have increased
465% in the past 30 years and make
up 23% of all cancer deaths in China.'

COSTS TO SOCIETY

Tobacco exacts a high cost on society.

* Smoking costs Chinese society
RMB 186 billion ($22.7 billion USD)
each year, or 1.9% of China’s GDP. '

* Direct medical costs of smoking are
RMB 14 billion ($1.7 billion USD), which
accounts for 3.1% of China’s national
health expenditures in 2000. Indirect
costs reach RMB 172 billion ($21 billion
UsD).'s

of Chinese males and 3% of Chinese
females smoke.?

The average starting age for smoking
has dropped from 22.4 in the 1980s
to around 19.7 years in 2002.*

Among 14 year olds, | 1% of boys and
3% of girls smoke.®

half of all life time users.®

Chinese male smokers are almost
6 times more likely to develop chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
than Chinese male non-smokers."

Over half of the country’s non-
smokers, about 540 million people,
report exposure to secondhand
smoke.'?

Exposure to secondhand smoke kills
100,000 people in China every year."?

Poor households in China spend
6.6-11.3% of total household
expenditures on cigarettes.'®

In 1998 alone, medical spending
related to smoking and consumer
spending on cigarettes impoverished
more than 50 million people."”
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