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PICTORIAL 
WARnIng LAbeLs
by Country and JurisdiCtion



Research shows that pictorial warning labels increase knowledge about risks 

associated with smoking and can persuade smokers to quit.1, 2  

Many countries and jurisdictions have implemented policies that require 

pictorial warning labels on cigarette packages, based on recommendations 

outlined in the World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control (FCTC).3, 4
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1 Hammond D, Fong GT, Borland R, Cummings KM, McNeill A, Driezen P. Text and graphic warnings on cigarette packages: Findings 

from the international tobacco control four country study. American Journal of  Preventive Medicine. 2007 Mar;32(3):202-9.

2 Hammond D. Tobacco labelling toolkit: Implementation. In: Hammond D, editor. Tobacco Labeling and Packaging Toolkit: a guide to 
FCTC article 11. Waterloo: University of  Waterloo; 2008.

3 World Health Organization (WHO). WHO Framework Convention on tobacco control. Geneva: WHO; 2003. Available from: http://www.
who.int/fctc/text_download/en/.

4 Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Health Warning Images.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 
[cited 2011 April 1]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages.
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notE: This document only includes current images from countries or jurisdictions (organized by WHO 
regions) that have implemented pictorial warning labels, as required by their national tobacco control 
law, with at least the 30% total coverage recommended by the FCTC. Countries or jurisdictions with 
optional pictorial warning laws, or whose warnings cover less than 30% of the overall package space, 
have been excluded. We define “implementation date” as the actual date pictorial warning la-
bels are visible on tobacco packs at the point of purchase (versus the designated government 
implementation date, which sometimes is subject to change).
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AfRICA RegIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
The text of the warnings is in French on one side of the 
package and arabic on the other.

Rotation schedule and history
nine warnings are used on cigarette packages. 

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

djIbOuTI

2009
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Djibouti.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health Studies, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/djibouti.
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AfRICA RegIOn

MAuRITIus
Implementation date and additional rounds
2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 60% of the front 
and 70% of the back of the package. Overall, 65% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
The text of the warnings is in French on the front of the 
package and english on the back.

Rotation schedule and history
eight warnings are used on cigarette packages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

special notes
The original legislation on pack warnings required that 
they cover 40% of the front and 90% of the back (65% 
overall). in 2009, an amendment was passed changing 
the package coverage to 60% of the front and 70% of 
the back (65% overall). However, in practice, warning 
labels remain at 40% front and 90% back.

2009
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Mauritius.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health Studies, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningim-
ages/country/mauritius.
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2002, 2004, 2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 100% of either 
the front or back of the package. Overall, 50% of the 
package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
brazil has produced three rounds of health warning 

labels. The first set of nine health warnings was used 
from 2002 to 2004. a second set of 10 health warnings 
was used from 2004 to 2008. a third set of 10 images 
was implemented in 2009. Warnings within each set are 
required to be used simultaneously or consecutively.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

bRAZIL

2009
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Brazil.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
brazil.

2004
WARnIngs
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

bRAZIL (cont.)

2004
WARnIngs

2002
WARnIngs
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2001

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
The warning label must also appear on the inside of 
each cigarette package, either on the side or on an in-
sert. The text of the warnings is in english on one side 
of the package and French on the other.

Rotation schedule and history
sixteen health warnings are used on cigarette pack-
ages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
nOT prohibited by law from appearing on packages. 
However, a court order bans certain (but not all) tobac-
co companies from using the terms.

special notes
Canada was the first country to implement pictorial 
health warning labels on cigarette packages.

CAnAdA

2001
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Canada.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
canada.
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

CAnAdA (cont.)

2001
WARnIngs
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
The front of the package should have a pictorial label 
with text, while the back of the package should have a 
text-only label.

 

Rotation schedule and history
Two warnings, one pictorial with text and one text-only, 
are used on tobacco packages every 12 months. Chile 
has produced five rounds of health warning labels. The 
first set of two health warnings was developed for use 
from 2006 to 2007. a second set of two health warn-
ings was used from 2007 to 2008. a third set of two 
health warnings was implemented in 2008, followed by 
a fourth set in 2009 and a fifth set in 2010.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

ChILe

2010
WARnIngs

2009
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Chile.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
chile.
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

2007
WARnIngs

2006
WARnIngs

ChILe (cont.)

2008
WARnIngs
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

2010
WARnIngs

COLOMbIA
Implementation date and additional rounds
2010

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 30% of the front 
and 30% of the back of the package. Overall, 30% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Three health warnings are used on cigarette packages. 
The law requires a different set of health warnings to be 
rotated annually.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Colombia.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/colombia.
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

MexICO

2010
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2010

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 30% of the front 
and 100% of the back of the package. Overall, 65% 
of the package space is appropriated to health warn-
ings. The front of the package should have a pictorial 
label with text, and the back of the package should 
have a text-only label. Mexico also requires that each 
cigarette package carry one of eight side panel mes-
sages that correspond to a particular front/back heath 
warning message.

Rotation schedule and history
Mexico has produced one round of health warning la-
bels. The set of eight health warnings was implement-
ed in 2010; two different sets of warning labels will ap-
pear on tobacco packs every three months, adding up 
to eight warnings per 12-month period. 

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Mexico.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
mexico.
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

MexICO (cont.)

2010
WARnIngs
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2006, 2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
additionally, a text warning is required on the side of 
the package.

Rotation schedule and history
Five health warnings are used on tobacco packages. 
Panama has produced two rounds of health warning 

labels. The first set of three health warnings was devel-
oped for use from 2006 to 2009. A second set of five 
health warnings was implemented in 2009.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light,” “low in tar,” 
“smooth,” and “slim” in spanish or any other language 
are prohibited from appearing on packages.

special notes
Prior to May 2008, tobacco packages were required to 
have health warnings covering 100% of either the front 
or the back of the package (50% overall).

PAnAMA

2009
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Panama.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
panama.

2006
WARnIngs
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2006, 2008, 2009, 2010

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 80% of the front 
and 80% of the back of the package. Overall, 80% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Uruguay has produced four rounds of health warning 
labels. The first set of eight health warnings was used 
from 2005 to 2008. a second set of six health warnings 
was implemented in 2008. a third set of nine health 

warnings was implemented in 2009, and a fourth set of 
six health warnings was implemented in 2010. 

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “low in tar,” “light,” 
“ultra-light,” or “mild” are prohibited from appearing on 
packages.

special notes
Prior to March, 2010, tobacco packages were required 
to have health warnings covering 50% of the front and 
50% of the back of the package (50% overall).

uRuguAY

2010
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Uruguay.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/uruguay.
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

2009
WARnIngs

uRuguAY (cont.)
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

uRuguAY (cont.)

2008
WARnIngs

2006
WARnIngs
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2005, 2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 100% of either 
the front or back of the package. Overall, 50% of the 
package space is appropriated to health warnings.

 

Rotation schedule and history
Venezuela has produced two rounds of health warning 
labels. The first set of 10 health warnings appeared from 
2005 to 2009. a second set of 10 health warnings was 
implemented in 2009.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

VeneZueLA

2009
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Venezuela.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/venezuela.
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AMeRICAs RegIOn

VeneZueLA (cont.)

2005
WARnIngs
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eAsTeRn MedITeRRAneAn RegIOn

egYPT
Implementation date and additional rounds
2008

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Four warnings are used on cigarette packages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “low in tar,” “little tar,” 
and “very little tar,” are prohibited from appearing on 
packages.

2008
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Egypt.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
egypt.
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eAsTeRn MedITeRRAneAn RegIOn

IRAn

2009
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
eight health warnings are used on tobacco packages, 
and the law requires a different set of warnings to be 
rotated every two years.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light,” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

 Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Iran.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
iran.
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eAsTeRn MedITeRRAneAn RegIOn

jORdAn

2006
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2006

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 30% of the front 
and 30% of the back of the package. Overall, 30% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
One side of the package should have a pictorial 
warning, while the other side should have a text-only 
warning.

Rotation schedule and history
Two health warnings are used on cigarette packages, 
one pictorial warning and one text warning.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Jordan.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
jordan.
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eAsTeRn MedITeRRAneAn RegIOn

PAkIsTAn

2010
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2010

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 40% of the front 
and 40% of the back of the package. Overall, 40% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 

Rotation schedule and history
One health warning is used on cigarette packages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Pakistan.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health Studies, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/pakistan.
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euROPe RegIOn

2004
WARnIngs

euROPeAn unIOn

Implementation date and additional rounds
2004

Package coverage
eU member states are required to display text warn-
ings conforming to the standards below:

Rotation schedule and history
There is an optional series of 42 pictorial warnings. 
Recommended frequency of rotation is unspecified.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

special note
Many non-european Union member states have also 
adopted the eU’s warning label images for use on their 
own packs.

in 2001, a directive of the european Parliament and Council concerning the use of health warnings on cigarette packages became 
law. at minimum, text warnings should be on the tobacco packs; use of pictorial warning labels is optional. The european Commis-
sion has produced pictorial and text warning labels that european Union (eU) member states may choose to use.

 without borders with borders
 overall front back overall front back
unilingual countries 35% 30% 40% 48% 43% 53%
bilingual countries 39% 32% 45% 52% 45% 58%
Trilingual countries 43% 35% 50% 56% 48% 63%

MInIMuM ReQuIReMenT

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: European Union.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/europeanunion.
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euROPe RegIOn

euROPeAn unIOn (cont.)

2004
WARnIngs
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euROPe RegIOn

euROPeAn unIOn (cont.)

2004
WARnIngs
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euROPe RegIOn

2006
WARnIngs

beLgIuM
Implementation date and additional rounds
2006

Package coverage
including the border, text health warnings are required 
to cover 48% of the front and pictorial health warnings 
are required to cover 63% of the back of the package. 
Overall, 56% of the package space, including the bor-
der, is appropriated to health warnings.

 

Rotation schedule and history
Fourteen health warnings are used on cigarette pack-
ages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

special notes
Belgium was the first EU country to implement health 
warnings.

eu MeMbeR sTATe

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Belgium.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/coun-
try/belgium.
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euROPe RegIOn

beLgIuM (cont.)

2006
WARnIngs
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euROPe RegIOn

2010
WARnIngs

LATVIA
Implementation date and additional rounds
2010

Package coverage
including the border, health warnings are required to 
cover 43% of the front and 53% of the back of the 
package. Overall, 48% of the package space is appro-
priated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Fourteen health warnings are used on cigarette pack-
ages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

eu MeMbeR sTATe

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Latvia.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
latvia.
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euROPe RegIOn

ROMAnIA
Implementation date and additional rounds
2008

Package coverage
including the border, text health warnings are required 
to cover 43% of the front and pictorial health warnings 
are required to cover 53% of the back of the package. 
Overall, 48% of the package space is appropriated to 
health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Fourteen health warnings are used on cigarette pack-
ages. 

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

2008
WARnIngs

eu MeMbeR sTATe

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Romania.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/romania.
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euROPe RegIOn

sWITZeRLAnd
Implementation date and additional rounds
2010

Package coverage
including the border, health warnings are required to 
cover 48% of the front and 63% of the back of the 
package. Overall, 56% of the package space is appro-
priated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
switzerland has three sets of health warnings, each 
containing 14 images. The sets are to be rotated every 
two years.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

2008
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Switzerland.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/switzerland.
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euROPe RegIOn

TuRkeY
Implementation date and additional rounds
2010

Package coverage
including the border, health warnings are required to 
cover 65% of the front and 43% of the back of the 
package. Overall, 54% of the package space is appro-
priated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Fourteen health warnings are used on cigarette pack-
ages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

2010
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Turkey.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
turkey.
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euROPe RegIOn

unITed kIngdOM
Implementation date and additional rounds
2008

Package coverage
including the border, text health warnings are required 
to cover 43% of the front and pictorial health warnings 
are required to cover 53% of the back of the package. 
Overall, 48% of the package space is appropriated to 
health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Fifteen health warnings are used on cigarette pack-
ages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

eu MeMbeR sTATe

2008
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Center: United Kingdom.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningim-
ages/country/unitedkingdom.
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sOuTh-eAsT AsIA RegIOn

MOngOLIA
Implementation date and additional rounds
2010

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 33% of the front 
and 33% of the back of the package. Overall, 33% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
six health warnings are used on cigarette packages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

2010
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Mongolia.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/mongolia.
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sOuTh-eAsT AsIA RegIOn

ThAILAnd

2010
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2005, 2007, 2010

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 55% of the front 
and 55% of the back of the package. Overall, 55% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Warning labels must be rotated based on packaging. 
For instance, each of the nine labels should appear on 
every 5,000 cigarette/cigar packs or cartons, and every 
500 cigarette/cigar boxes or paper wraps. The law re-
quires a new set of warning labels to be implemented 
every 24 months.

Thailand has produced three rounds of health warning 
labels. The first set of six health warnings was used 
from 2005 to 2006. a second set of nine health warn-
ings was implemented in 2007, and a third set of 10 
health warnings was implemented in 2010.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

special notes
Prior to 2010, tobacco packages were required to have 
health warnings covering 50% of the front and 50% of 
the back of the package (50% overall).

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Thailand.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/thailand.
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sOuTh-eAsT AsIA RegIOn

ThAILAnd (cont.)

2007
WARnIngs

2005
WARnIngs
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

AusTRALIA

2006
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2006

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 30% of the front and 
90% of the back of the package.  Overall, 60% of the pack-
age space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Fourteen health warnings are used on cigarette packages. 
Two sets of seven warnings are alternated every 12 months.

Restrictions on misleading information
The australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
has obtained court enforceable undertakings from major 
tobacco companies to remove misleading terms such as 
“light”, “mild” and similar descriptors.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Australia.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 6]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/australia.
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

2006
WARnIngs

AusTRALIA (cont.)
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

bRuneI dARussALAM

2008
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2008

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
The text of the warnings is in english on one side of the 
package and Malay on the other.

Rotation schedule and history
each of the six warnings should be equally distributed 
among all tobacco products for the first two years. The 
law requires a new set of warning labels to be imple-
mented every two years.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Brunei Darussalam.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 7]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningim-
ages/country/brunei.
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

2007
WARnIngs

hOng kOng
Implementation date and additional rounds
2007

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package, with english on 
one side and Chinese on the other. Overall, 50% of the 
package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
The law requires a set of six pictorial warning labels 
to be rotated on cigarette packages throughout each 
year, with each warning being shown in equal propor-
tion over that period.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light,” “mild,” and “low 
in tar,” are prohibited from appearing on packages.

(sPeCIAL AdMInIsTRATIVe RegIOn)

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Hong Kong.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/hongkong.
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

MALAYsIA

2009
WARnIngs

Implementation date and additional rounds
2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 40% of the front 
and 60% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings. 
The text of the warnings appears in english on one side 
of the package and Malay on the other.

Rotation schedule and history
six warnings are used on cigarette packages.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
prohibited from appearing on packages.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Malaysia.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/malaysia.
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

neW ZeALAnd
Implementation date and additional rounds
2008

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 30% of the front 
and 90% of the back of the package in both english 
and Maori. Overall, 60% of the package space is ap-
propriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Fourteen health warnings are used on cigarette pack-
ages. Two sets of seven warnings are rotated every 12 
months.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild” are 
nOT prohibited from appearing on packages.

2008
WARnIngs

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: New Zealand.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 8]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/newzealand.
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

neW ZeALAnd (cont.)

2008
WARnIngs
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

2006
WARnIngs

sIngAPORe
Implementation date and additional rounds
2004, 2006

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 50% of the front 
and 50% of the back of the package. Overall, 50% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
Warning labels must appear on an equal number of 
packages over the course of a 24-month period.

singapore has produced two rounds of health warning 
labels. The first set of six health warnings was used 
from 2004 to 2005. a second set of six health warnings 
was implemented in 2006.

Restrictions on misleading information
Unspecified.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Singapore.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 5]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/
country/singapore.
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

sIngAPORe (cont.)

2004
WARnIngs
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WesTeRn PACIfIC RegIOn

2009
WARnIngs

TAIWAn
Implementation date and additional rounds
2009

Package coverage
Health warnings are required to cover 35% of the front 
and 35% of the back of the package. Overall, 35% of 
the package space is appropriated to health warnings.

Rotation schedule and history
six health warnings are used on cigarette packages 
and the law requires a different set of warnings to be 
implemented every two years.

Restrictions on misleading information
Misleading descriptors such as “light,” “mild,” and “low 
in tar” are prohibited from appearing on packages.

Tobacco Labelling Resource Centre: Taiwan.  Waterloo, Ontario: Department of  Health, University of  Waterloo; 2010 [cited 2011 April 5]; Available from: http://www.tobaccolabels.ca/healthwarningimages/country/
taiwan.
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additional fact sheets on warning labels are available online at: 
http://tobaccofreecenter.org/resources/warning_labels/fact_sheets

Additional country-specific information can be found at the Tobacco Labelling 
Resource Centre:
 www.tobaccolabels.ca/

For an international status report on how warning labels of different countries 
compare, see Cigarette Package Health Warnings: international status Report,  
available online at:
http://tobaccofreecenter.org/files/pdfs/en/WL_status_report_en.pdf

The World Health Organization has various warning label materials available online at: 
www.who.int/tobacco/wntd/2009/en/index.html

The international Tobacco Control (iTC) Policy evaluation Project published  
FCTC article 11 Tobacco Warning labels: evidence and Recommendations 
from the iTC Project, available online at:
www.itcproject.org

a new technical guide to help governments implement effective packaging 
and labeling policies, developed by the international Union against Tuberculosis 
and lung Disease, available online at:
www.tobaccofreeunion.org/files/186.pdf

Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, online at:
http://tobaccofreecenter.org

AddITIOnAL ResOuRCes


