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MEXICO
Mexico ratified the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control on May 28, 2004.

TOBACCO BURDEN FACTS
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TOBACCO CONSUMPTION
•	 In Mexico, 10.9 million adults (16%) are current tobacco smokers.1  

•	 Almost 25% of men and 8% of women smoke.2 

•	 Among youth (age 13-15) in Mexico City, over 27% smoke cigarettes with 
little difference between genders (boys 26%; girls 27%).3 

•	 In 2007, over 48 billion cigarettes were sold in Mexico.4

HEALTH CONSEQUENCES
Tobacco use is deadly. Smoking kills up to half of all lifetime users.5 

•	 60,000 Mexicans die each year from a tobacco-related disease.6 

•	 10% of all deaths in Mexico are attributable to tobacco use.7  

•	 Approximately 100,000 patients demand healthcare services each year  
to treat tobacco-related illnesses.8 

•	 In Mexico City, 60% of youth (age 13-15) are exposed to secondhand 
smoke in public places, while 46% of youth are exposed to secondhand 
smoke in their homes.9 

•	 Nearly 20% of adults are exposed to secondhand smoke at their 
workplace and 17% of adults are exposed to secondhand smoke at  
their home.10 

COSTS TO SOCIETY
Tobacco exacts a high cost on society.  

•	 In 2008, healthcare costs for treating tobacco-related diseases in Mexico 
were estimated at 75.2 billion pesos (5.7 billion USD). This estimate 
assumes that tobacco-related treatment costs represent 10% of all 
healthcare costs.11  

•	 Lost economic opportunities in highly populated, developing countries  
are severe because half of all tobacco-related deaths occur during the 
prime productive years (age 30-69).12 

•	 Smoking also results in costs associated with fire damage and damage 
to the environment from the manufacturing and packaging of tobacco 
products.


